
DCTA Comes to You!  

Last Week: Our staff enjoyed spending time with the educators at Brown, McGlone Elementary, KCAA, Florida-Pitt Waller, and Trevista.  

Upcoming Visits: This week we are scheduled to visit Denver Green School, Smith Renaissance, Park Hill. We continue to schedule 

building visits, so please invite us by emailing DCTA@Coloradoea.org. 

T-Shirt Tuesdays:  

Send us pictures of your school in 

DCTA shirts and we will post them in 

the Slate. 

Button Mondays: 

Wear your button to show support for teachers/SSPs getting a 

strong contract! Don't have a button? Check with your Rep to 

see if s/he has them. If you can't get them from a Rep, email Lila.  

DCTA Election Ballots Due by Tomorrow! All ballots have been distributed and MUST be at 

the DCTA office by 6pm on Wednesday, March 22nd to be counted. Reps can drop off school ballots at 

today’s Rep Council Meeting. If no other option is available to you, call the DCTA office at (303) 831-

0590 and someone will pick up your ballot.   

ASIST Suicide Prevention Training: Monday, March 27 & Tuesday, 

March 28    Would you like to earn 15 hours of 

recertification credit? ASIST is an Evidence-

Based Practice designed to teach professionals and 

non-professionals alike how to recognize suicide risk 

and what to say and do to keep the person safe 

until the next level of help can become involved. 

Participants learn how: 1) personal attitudes impact 

suicide intervention, 2) to identify and address sui-

cide risk alerts, 3) to use an effective suicide intervention model, and 4) to network 

with community resources for a suicide-safer community. Read more. 

Urgent Action on Senate Bill 

61: SB Bill 61 would take millions of 

dollars away from public schools and 

instead divert it to charter schools. Last 

week, SB 61 passed in the Senate, and 

House Speaker Crisanta Duran will as-

sign it to a House committee today or 

tomorrow. PLEASE call Speaker Duran 

at 303-866-2925 and urge her to 

defeat SB 61! Read more on SB 61. 

DCTA Responded to Unilateral DPS Action Regarding Student Discipline: The Master Agreement between DCTA and 

DPS requires DCTA be included in the process of changing any board policies related to discipline. And yet last week, DPS publicly an-

nounced the creation of new board policy implementing a “no expulsion” policy for students in early grades without even contacting 

DCTA beforehand. While DCTA believes that suspensions/expulsions for young students should rarely be used, and supports the effort of 

DPS to deal with its systemic racism, this new, blanket approach merely limits the ability of schools to protect students and teachers in 

extreme cases and is another instance of where DPS PR is more important than the reality in our schools. DPS must take concrete steps 

to protect students and staff. Read more of our response here.  

DCTA Lobby Day, Friday, April 28  

Were you unable to attend the 2/22 Lobby Day and still want to meet with your legislators? Did you at-

tend Lobby Day and you want to continue building on the relationships you formed? If you are passionate 

about educating Colorado legislators regarding students and teachers’ needs, join us as we talk with 

them in person. Read more and RSVP online.   

16th Annual César Chávez Day March, Saturday, April 8 

LET’S BUILD BRIDGES, NOT WALLS. CONSTRUYAMOS PUENTES, NO MUROS. Join DCTA as we march 

from the Regis University Chapel to the César Chávez Park, 4131 Tennyson Street to honor Chávez’s 

legacy as an educator, environmentalist, and a civil rights leader. Learn more and RSVP online. 

Rise Up End of Year Conversations Panel, Thursday, April 13, 5pm, CEA Building 

Join Rise Up for a panel about your end of the year conversations, LEAP and your overall rating. Veteran 

teachers and LEAP aficionados will speak and answer your questions. All DCTA members are invited. RSVP 

online. 

Members in DCTA t-shirts at last night’s bargaining session! 

Advice for Teachers Facing Non-Renewal and/or  

Resigning: CEA has detailed information on what to do if you 

are facing non-renewal and/or planning on resigning. If you or 

one of your coworkers is on probationary status, please read this 

and make sure you are taking every step possible to protect your 

standing. 

2017 Non-renewal and Resignation Update 

NEA Representative Assembly 

State Delegates Online Elec-

tion: The ballot is open to active CEA 

members and closes on Friday, March 

31. You can only vote online at 

cea.unionvotes.net. You will need the 

last 5 digits of your CEA membership number to verify your 

identity.  
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 Happy Spring Break! 

Our Master Contract with DPS Expires in 116 Days on August 31, 2017! 

 

 

The Tom & Susana Roadshow Comes to Bargaining:  

In order for us to win a fair contract, DCTA members will have to 

show a great level of commitment and perseverance, because DPS 

will not change their stance on important issues, unless they are 

forced to do so. This fact has never been more clear than it was last 

night at bargaining. With Susana and Tom in attendance, the District 

presented its Article 10 counter proposal on evaluations, with no 

changes from the status quo. Click here for the full bargaining update 

and to hear reactions from last night’s session.  

Upcoming Session :  Monday, April 3, 5pm at North High School 

We will release all of our remaining proposals at this bargaining session! Rest up over Spring Break so you 

can come back to Monday night’s session with renewed energy and commitment to fight for your contract!  

ACTION: We need your personal 

contact information! We will be 

providing urgent, up-to-date infor-

mation on bargaining, including re-

cent proposals and calls to action via 

these email addresses and cell phone 

numbers. There will be times we want 

you to get information BEFORE we 

tell the District. Click here to add 

your email to the list. 

Bargaining 101: Bad Faith Bargaining 

Bad faith bargaining is the fraudulent deception of another 

person, or the intentional or malicious refusal to perform 

some duty or contractual obligation. One example would be 

the District’s decision to ignore Article 18-4 of our current 

contract by failing to discuss its proposed ban of suspen-

sions/expulsions for early-grade children. The District intentionally deceived our team during 

the 3-13 bargaining session. The topic of that session, as you may recall, was student disci-

pline. Not once did anyone on the District’s team bring up their proposed change, despite 

many, if not all of them, being fully aware of the District’s intentions. 
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