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Ursetta, Angelina [CO]

From: DCTA <DCTA@coloradoea.org>
Sent: Wednesday, December 15, 2021 2:23 PM
To: Ursetta, Angelina [CO]
Subject: (HTML VERSION): DCTA Slate 12/15/21

  

  
 
  

Colorado State of Education Report 

 
  

 
 

 

CEA recently released their 2021 state of education report. 
The report revealed that the state of education is nearing a 
crisis. Colorado still ranks at/near the bottom when it comes 
to starting educator pay, wage competitiveness and per pupil 
funding. The report overwhelmingly reveals that educators 
are overworked, unvalued and feel attacked. We are also 
seeing that the lack of funding, inadequate conditions and 
burnout has led to a critical educator shortage. As educators 
flee the profession, Colorado is struggling to replace them.  
  
Though these issues were amplified through the report, we 
have been extremely vocal in bringing them to light for quite 
some time. We continue to express our concerns about 
educator burnout and the lack of supports leading to many 
resignations in DPS. We remain hopeful that the district will 
begin to take these issues seriously and collaborate with us 
to ensure that our students and educators are supported. 

 

  

Coat Drive for Green Valley Elementary Students 
This Friday 12/17  

 
  

A small business owner and parents at Green Valley Elementary are organizing a coat drive 
for students in need. We are excited to partner with them to ensure students stay warm this 
winter. There will be two coat drives on two separate dates. The first drive will be this Friday, 
December 17. The second drive will be at a later date in mid-January.  
  
We invite you to get involved in the coat drive by doing some of the following to support:  

Read the full report here  
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 Drop new coats off at the Cuttin'-Up Beauty Academy (8101 E Colfax Ave, 
Denver, CO 80220) between 10 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Tuesday-Friday this week. 
Please call (303) 388-5700 prior to your visit 

 Email Target gift cards to chanelesimmons@gmail.com - Coat drive volunteers 
will then utilize the gift cards to go to the store and purchase the coats.  

 You can send money for coats through the CashApp - Donations can be paid to 
the username: chanelehs. Coat drive volunteers will then utilize this money to 
purchase coats in stores.  

Once we receive more details on the January coat drive we will communicate an update.  
 

  

Welcome LaVonne Greer-Pettis,  Black Educator 
Caucus Consultant 

 
  

 

 

Please join us in welcoming LaVonne Greer-Pettis who will be 
supporting the Denver Black Educators Caucus of DCTA. LaVonne is 
passionate about equity work, as a Denver native she has witnessed 
firsthand how diversity, equity, and inclusion impact our teachers and 
students. She is a community member who is driven to support her 
community. In her spare time she volunteers, helps organize food 
drives with churches in the Denver community, and spends quality 
time with her husband and 1 year old daughter. LaVonne will be 
working as a contractor to organize Black teachers in Denver Public 
Schools. Welcome Lavonne! 

 

 

 

Association Grievance on Snow Day Violation  
 

  

We have been hearing a lot of frustration around the district's new “snow day policy” that 
would require educators to work virtually on the second day of unsafe weather conditions 
following a traditional snow day. We firmly believe that this is a violation of contract article 
number 8-11. The article states that if schools are closed due to inclement weather conditions 
educators shall not be required to report to work. Last week we filed a grievance around the 
violation and it was denied. We will be taking this grievance to the next level as we continue 
to hold the district accountable for violating our master agreement.  

 

  

DCTA Apparel Committee - Fill Out Our Survey 
 

  

The DCTA Apparel Committee is looking into designing some new DCTA attire. We are 
curious how you feel. Are you lovin' the RED Shirts or would you love some other options? 
Please fill out this survey so we know what apparel you are interested in moving forward 
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Need Teaching/Instructional Support?  
 

  

Please join us Thursdays from 5:30-6:30pm as Early Career Learning Labs hosts a weekly 
meeting to help meet the needs of our DCTA educators. If you encounter anything during the 
week that needs support or collaboration, please join us during our Thursday Zoom using the 
link below! Anything from union questions, to goal writing, content support, and beyond! 
Educators of any kind and any years of experience are welcome.  
  
Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/95032195452   
Email katthegreat1313@gmail.com with questions! 

 

  

Health Care Coverage While Out Of State  
 

  

As we enter the holiday season, it is important to know that neither Kaiser, nor Aetna plans 
provide nationwide coverage. However, you are covered if you are out of state and go to an 
emergency room as long as the incident is a true medical emergency. If it is not an 
emergency, you can call the number on your health ID card and they will provide the needed 
healthcare by either writing a prescription over the phone, pre-approving a visit to an urgent 
care clinic or providing telemedicine care. Avoid a costly mistake and call the number on your 
card if you are ill or have an accident while out of state. For members who have dependents 
who live out of state (for example in college), members need to inform the benefits 
department so the plan can be set up properly. 

 

  

$25 Incentive for Requesting Insurance Quote 
with California Casualty  
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Schedule your COVID Vaccine Booster! 
 

  

If you have not already, we encourage you to schedule your COVID booster shot over the 
break. Research has shown that the risk of hospitalization was 93% less among persons who 
received a booster dose. We encourage anybody who is eligible to receive the vaccine to get 
vaccinated because it is both safe and effective. 
  
Below you can find research about the effectiveness of boosters:  
1-pager on vaccine doses 
Research article on vaccine doses 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

As we approach the end of an extremely long semester, we’d 
like to wish you a happy and safe holiday season. We hope 
you are able to enjoy some well deserved time off with your 
loved ones.  
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If you believe you received this message in error or wish to no longer receive email from us, please 
(Unsubscribing is not supported in previews). 

 

    

 


