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Ursetta, Angelina [CO]

From: DCTA <DCTA@coloradoea.org>
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 1:25 PM
To: Ursetta, Angelina [CO]
Subject: [test] DCTA Slate 3/9/21

 

PLEASE Update your Information in NEA360 

As we begin utilizing NEA360 more to pull member contact information, we ask that you 

please update your information on NEA 360! How to update your information 

SSPs and Special Educator Action Required - Workload Calculator! 

We and CEA have put together a task force to develop a workload calculator for Special 

Educators & Specialized Service Providers (SSPs), including Itinerant educators, across the 

state of Colorado. We are currently gathering data across the state of Colorado to inform 

planning around the Federal Requirements portion of our workloads. Please provide your 

district and role; then estimate the average time required to complete the following federally-

mandated tasks. Your input will help to determine the weight of different tasks across the 

workload of different types of providers and different regions. Thank you for participating! 

Click here to access the survey: Workload Considerations for Educators 

 

#CMASRELIEF  

A bill (HB21-1161) to limit CMAS testing this year is making its way through Colorado's 

General Assembly. HB21-1161: Suspend State Assessments in Select Grades requires the 
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Colorado Department of Education to submit a waiver to the U.S. Department of Education to 

grant Colorado the ability to scale down CMAS testing this year. We need this waiver to avoid 

jeopardizing federal education funding. Dial 1-303-625-6546 to make a call to your state 

senator asking them to support HB21-1161 because: 

1. Administering CMAS testing would take up already limited time and resources 
2. We cannot afford to lose any more instruction time this year 

3. We already have assessment data on both a classroom and district level to help 
inform how students are doing 

4. It is incredibly disappointing that progress towards a solution that works for Colorado 
and our students has been interrupted. 

In efforts to support this house bill, this Wednesday we will be sharing content on our social 

media pages to drive calls to our state senators! Please share any of our posts, as we need 

others to call their legislatures!  

  

Interested in sharing testimonials about why we need #CMASRelief this year? Make a 

storyvine for CEA! (how to use storyvine) 

Feedback Needed - Inclement Weather Survey  

On February 25th DPS called a remote learning day with a 2 hour delay due to inclement 

weather. Some schools in the district did not follow the two hour delay while other schools did 

follow it. We are evaluating where and how these decisions were made. Filling out this survey 

will allow us to advocate for educators at the district level. 

DCTA Elections - Nomination Deadline is on Friday!  

Election season has begun and we encourage more members to become involved in our 

elections and governance! Please consider nominating yourself or someone you know for an 

open position! Please note that nominations to run for office close this Friday, March 12. 

  

Election Documents: 

Available Positions 

Election Rules and Procedures  

DCTA 2021 Election Calendar  

Election Nomination Form  

  

Know Your Rights 

During this time of year we often see instances where principals ask educators to sign school 

resignation letters. Please note that school resignation letters do not exist and signing one 

will indicate that you have resigned from working at Denver Public Schools as a whole. If you 
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are put in a similar situation, please do not hesitate to call us at (303) 243-5221 or email us 

at DCTA@coloradoea.org  

LAMPEDD Caucus Interest 

There is a new DCTA interest caucus forming for Library, Art, Music, Physical Education, 

Dance, and Drama Education!  The purpose of a caucus is to work inside DCTA together with 

governance (i.e., Representative Council and the Board of Directors) on issues of concern to 

our interests.  Are there things impacting these content areas and educators that would be 

important to work on? What would we like the Rep Council and the Board of Directors to 

know? What new business items impact the LAMPEDD areas, and in what ways, particularly 

as the pandemic may end in 2021?  Sign up here! 

  

Questions? Composer@TimothyJBrown.net  

Superintendent Search Survey 

We are looking for educator feedback on the priorities you are looking for in our next 

superintendent.  Please take 2 minutes to fill out this brief survey. 

  

Job posting for DPS Superintendent  

  

NEA Member Benefits - California Casualty  

Because you are a DCTA member, this also makes you a member of the Colorado Education 

Association as well as the National Education Association. With your membership, you are 

given access to many benefits that can help you save or even win money!  

NEA has partnered with California Casualty to offer members discounts on home and auto 

insurance. Currently, California Casualty is running a series of grant opportunities for both 

educators and students. See information below to check if you qualify!  

Educator Jackpot -  With the California Casualty $2,500 Educator Jackpot, members like you 

have a chance to win. Use the money for whatever you may need (or want)! 

Music Arts Grant - Enrich your students’ learning with a Music & Arts Grant. Apply to receive 

$250 for your school’s program.  
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Member Spotlight - Kris Bethscheider 

This week we’d like to highlight a southwest Board of Director, social studies teacher and 

head of our LEAP Collaboration Committee, Miss Kris Bethscheider. Kris has dedicated 

countless hours of her time and commitment to the teaching profession. Kris’s leadership on 

the LEAP Collaboration Committee contributed to the positive changes being implemented in 

our evaluation systems including moving evaluations to a true growth system rather than 

through averages. She was also an instrumental advocate in support of the reunification of 

West High School. Kris’s leadership and willingness to do the hard work does not go 

unnoticed!  

Congratulations to the New National Board Certified Members! 

We’d like to send a big congratulations to the following members who have received their 

National Board Certification this year as we know this is a rigorous process! These members 

are; Samantha Agoos, Nora Colter, Sean Davis, Abby Hoffman, Jilaine Sandlin and Emily 

Taylor!  

PAEMST is Seeking Applications! 

The Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST) are 

currently seeking exceptional 7–12th grade teachers for the 2020–2021 application cycle. 

Recipients of the award receive a certificate signed by the President of the United States; a 

trip to Washington, D.C. to attend a series of recognition events and professional 

development opportunities; and a $10,000 award from the National Science Foundation. 

Awardees join an active network of outstanding educators throughout the Nation. Up to 108 

awards are bestowed each year, and each cycle alternates between K–6th and 7–12th 

grades. Applications are due April 1, 2021. 
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Board Meeting - Tuesday, March 9 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 

Rep Council - Tuesday, March 16 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 

Spring Break - March 27 through April 4 

 
   

Sent via ActionNetwork.org. To update your email address, change your name or address, or to stop receiving emails from Denver 

Classroom Teachers Association, please click here.  
  

 


