Tuesday, May 12, 2020 at 13:18:36 Mountain Daylight Time

Subject: DCTA Slate - Provide feedback for next fall
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2020 at 11:15:45 AM Mountain Daylight Time
From: DCTA
To:
Howe, Alex [CO]

Return To School Feedback Sessions
DCTA is aware of the uncertainty surrounding how the next school year will look. We want you to
know that we are working for you and will communicate with you as information is available.
Meanwhile, we welcome suggestions and concerns from educators like you who are on the
ground. Please attend one of two Return To School Feedback Sessions. The feedback
sessions will be held on this Thursday, May 14th from 4:30-5:30 p.m. and next Wednesday, May
20th from 7:00-8:00 p.m. See zoom info below. Additionally, you may email your thoughts to
DCTA@coloradoea.org.
Thursday May 14th Feedback Session https://coloradoea.zoom.us/j/6212478893
Wednesday May 20th Feedback Session https://coloradoea.zoom.us/j/6212478893

Stand Up For Education Funding
We are in the deepest, quickest economic downturn in our nation’s history. We know the
COVID-19 pandemic has consequences for our state economy and the people of Colorado, but
we can't allow economic issues to be solved by depriving schools of the necessary funds to
educate students. Students stand to lose out when they need us the most.
Take action now to tell the state legislature, the DPS School Board, and Superintendent
Cordova that they can't balance the budget on the backs of educators and students.
Email your members of Congress here and tell them to keep students learning and educators
working.
Join us in sending the Colorado Legislature’s Joint Budget Committee an email telling them to
fill the budget gap somewhere else.
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Were You Non-Renewed?
If you were non-renewed and not made Immediately Eligible for Rehire, please contact your
UniServ Director or email DCTA as soon as possible at DCTA@coloradoea.org.

NEA Tele-Town Hall For Action, May 14
Join NEA President Lily Eskelsen García for a national tele-town hall this week Thur., May 14
at 5:00 p.m. MST about the work we need to do together to repair the economic damage done
by the coronavirus. Register by clicking here. We’ll discuss what Congress needs to do to
stabilize education funding and support the safety, health and well-being of students and
educators both now and when school buildings re-open. You will learn what you can do to
demand that Congress support our students, parents, and educators so local communities and
economies can thrive.

May is Asian/Pacific American Heritage
Month
This month we celebrate the contributions of generations of Asian/Pacific Islanders who have
enriched our history and continue to shape our country’s future. Set aside some time this month
to pay tribute to our educators and students from all corners of the world as we commemorate
the immigration of the 1st Japanese to the US in May of 1843 and the Chinese immigrants who
laid tracks to complete the Transcontinental Railroad in May of 1869. We are blessed to live in a
country rich with culture!
While we are physically distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic, it is important to remember
to stand up for our Asian brothers and sisters and denounce racism.

Making A Difference During COVID-19
The COVID-19 pandemic is impacting all of Colorado's families and our students' and
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colleagues' families. While there are some support systems in place to help people in times of
economic and medical hardship, your fellow Coloradans need your support more than ever.
Please use the action steps in this graphic to commit to doing what you can - making phone
calls, donating money, educating yourself and others - to offer support during this time. You can
take a screen shot of the image and use the markup tools on your phone or other device to circle
the actions you've taken, then share with friends.
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DCTA Elections
Please VOTE in our internal DCTA elections today. The ballot closes today, Tuesday, May 12,
2020 at 11:59 p.m. Remember that all of our candidates need your support and that DCTA, as an
organization, needs your participation in our election process.
All members should have received their own individualized electronic ballots in an email sent to
their school email on Wednesday, April 22, 2020. Please check your inboxes and, (if needed)
your deleted or junk mail boxes for this email. If you cannot find your electronic ballot in your
school email at all, please contact Lawrence Garcia DCTA Executive Director at
Lgarcia@coloradoea.org asap.

California Casualty Music and Arts Grant
California Casualty wants to help you keep Music and Arts active in your school. Enter today to
win a $250.00 Music and Arts Grant for your school’s program. The California Casualty Music &
Arts Grant was established to provide support for K-12 public schools negatively impacted by
reduced budgets. This program considers grant requests (completed via the online form) from
music and arts programming in jeopardy or great need of funding. Applications received by June
30, 2020 will be notified of their status by September 30, 2020. Applications received after June
30, 2020 will be considered for an award during the next program cycle
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Know Your Rights
DCTA would like to offer 1.5 hour Rep Training sessions on 2 or 3 dates this June. You would be
able to choose the topics that interest you such as: Know your contract, How to file a grievance,
How to organize your building, The contract in a virtual setting, What to do if your school is going
Innovation, Political engagement, etc. Training is vital for new Reps to attend. Veteran Reps are
also welcome to attend and expand their skills. Interested? Let us know by emailing us at
DCTA@coloradoea.org

Congratulations To Our Members Who Are
About To Retire
DCTA thanks you for your membership, activism and years of serving Denver’s kids. We wish
you a happy retirement and invite you to join DCTA-R.
Continue to receive updates regarding the state of Denver Public Schools.
Get involved in School Board elections.
Stay informed about PERA, health benefits, Social Security, Medicare, pension protection,
and other retirement security concerns.
Improve public education through mentoring and intergenerational programs and
activities.
Get political updates of what is happening at the State Capital.
Enjoy activities with former colleagues and new friends.
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Volunteer in community-based programs and/or political action.
Participate in national and regional conferences and seminars.
Continue your eligibility for Legal Services (this is important if you are planning to
substitute)
Receive a wide range of benefits through NEA Member Benefits.
Retain your California Casualty Insurance.
DCTA-R Membership Form

Are You Working For DPS Under An H1B
Visa?
Read on to see how the Coronavirus Aid Relief and Economic Security Act relates to you:
Do you qualify for the Stimulus payment? You must have a social security number to receive
this payment. (Undocumented individuals who pay taxes by means of an individual taxpayer ID
number are not eligible.) Educators with H-1B visas are entitled to obtain social security numbers
because they are authorized to work, but social security numbers are not issued to them
automatically, so these educators must apply for them to the Social Security Administration
("SSA"). DACA holders who have work authorizations are also entitled to social security numbers
and must apply for them to the SSA.
In addition, non-U.S. citizens are ineligible for this cash payment if:
(a) they are "nonresident aliens." DACA holders do not fall into this category because continuous
residence in the U.S. is a condition of DACA eligibility. Whether educators with H-1B visas qualify
as residents depends on the amount of time that they have spent in the U.S. Educators who
have spent the majority of 2018 and 2019 in the U.S. will qualify as residents.
b) they file a joint U.S. tax return with a person who is ineligible to receive the cash payment
because, for example, such person is an undocumented alien not entitled to a social security
card.
Do you qualify for Expanded unemployment benefits for Coronavirus-related losses of
work and pay, including an additional $600/week in benefits and a 13-week extension of
the benefits payment period?
All DACA holders with work authorizations and all educators with H-1B visas are entitled to these
expanded benefits if they lose work and pay due to a variety of reasons related to the COVID-19
pandemic.
Do you qualify for Temporary payment relief of federal student loans?
DACA holders and individuals with H-1B visas are not eligible for federal student loans in the first
place. Some other immigrants and non-citizens, including legal permanent residents, asylum
grantees and T-Visa holders, are eligible for federal student loans -- and they are entitled to the
payment relief provided in this bill, which defers all loan and interest payments without penalty
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through September 30, 2020.
If you are an immigrant or a non-citizen and have a question about your entitlement to any of
these benefits, please email DCTA@coloradoea.org

DCTA Elections Close, Tuesday May 12th, 11:59 p.m.
DCTA Board of Directors, Tuesday May 12th, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Virtual
DCTA Rep Council, Tuesday May 19th, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Virtual

Sent via ActionNetwork.org. To update your email address, change your name or address, or to stop receiving emails from Denver
Classroom Teachers Association, please click here.
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