Wednesday, May 27, 2020 at 00:46:56 Eastern Daylight Time

Subject: DCTA Slate - Thank you Educators
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 at 10:35:13 AM Eastern Daylight Time
From: DCTA
To:
Howe, Alex [CO]

Thank You For All Your Efforts
Thanks to all of our educators. You stepped up in this pandemic and continued to educate our
students. You have been an inspiration as you have taken care of your own families as well as
your students and their families. You have shown how much educators care and displayed
tremendous professionalism through a time when it would have been easier to give up. In this
last week of school, we hope that you are able to reflect on all of the amazing work you have
done over the last two months. You have sure made DCTA proud.
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Additional Return To School Feedback
Session Scheduled
DCTA is asking for your participation in an additional Return To School Feedback Session.
This session will provide the latest updates and provide an opportunity for your feedback on the
latest plans for the fall. The feedback session will be held on this Wednesday, May 27th from
5:00-6:00 p.m. See zoom info below. Additionally, you may email your thoughts to
DCTA@coloradoea.org.
Wednesday May 27th Feedback Session https://coloradoea.zoom.us/j/6212478893

RSVP For A Community Action Forum,
Thursday
Join Coloradans for the Common Good at a statewide assembly this Thur., May 28, 6:30-8:00
p.m. to advocate for both short- and long-term solutions to this unprecedented economic crisis:
1. We will ask state legislators to pass a temporary, emergency tax that will raise substantial
revenue while lowering taxes on 95% of Coloradans.
2. We will call our congressional delegation to push for federal aid to fill budget gaps.
3. We will rally our own organizations to get Initiative 271 -- Fair Tax Colorado - on the ballot
to invest in the common good.
Register now – a Zoom link will be sent following registration.

Stand Up For Education Funding
Colorado is staring at a scary $3.3 billion shortfall due to lost revenue from the coronavirus
crisis. The U.S. House passed the HEROES Act, an historic bill that would help avoid the worst
of the education cuts that are expected because of falling state revenues and Great Depressionlevel unemployment. But the bill’s fate is uncertain in the U.S. Senate. If we don’t act now for
federal funding, we won’t be able to give students the help, support and opportunity they need
when school buildings reopen. Write our senators now and demand they prioritize our students
and educators with dedicated funding for public schools. Visit nea.org/covidaction to learn
about more opportunities to protect school funding at the federal level.
Take action now to tell the state legislature, the DPS School Board, and Superintendent
Cordova that they can't balance the budget on the backs of educators and students.
Starting tomorrow, CEA will hold daily Lunch Break Actions – quick and easy actions you can
do to let our legislators know that we are united in our mission to protect public education
funding and keep budget cuts as far away from the classroom as possible. There will be a daily
reminder at 7 a.m., beginning tomorrow on CEA social media, letting you know what the action
is for that day. Let’s show our legislature what solidarity looks like.
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RSVP For A School Funding Town
Hall,Tonight
Join Great Education Colorado for a virtual education funding town hall, tonight Tuesday, May
26, from 5:00-6:30 p.m. Listen to experts talk about the state of public education funding in the
time of COVID-19, ask questions, and learn how you can get involved. Educators are encourage
to attend and share your valuable perspective. Registration is required; sign up here.

PDU Updates And Opportunities
PDU applications for the 2020-21 school year are now being accepted. Please follow the
2020-21 PDU Application and Application Rubric for your submission. View application deadlines
and PDU cycles on the 2020-21 PDU Calendar. Additional information on PDUs can be found on
the DPS Professional Learning website.
PDU completion and extension options for the 2019-20 school year have also been finalized and
shared with PDU leaders, who will work with participants on next steps. If you have not received
information on the closure of your PDU, please contact your leader or Carmen Stagg.
Applications are also being accepted for the following roles and extra pay is provided for
service in each role:
2020-21 PDU Advisory Council
2020-21 PDU Peer Reviewers
If you have questions, email pdu_team@dpsk12.org.

Mentoring For Early Career Educators
Are you in your first 3 years as an educator? DCTA is partnering with NEA to assist a limited
number of early career educatorss by providing online mentoring. Please contact
DCTAPresident@coloradoea.org if you are interested.

Did You Opt-In For An Evaluation This Year
And Receive A Less Than Effective Rating?
Appeal your Loss of Non-Probationary Status: Under current Colorado law, any nonprobationary teacher who receives two consecutive years of less than effective ratings
(approaching or not meeting) is at risk of losing their non-probationary status. If received a less
than effective rating last year, you opted-in to be evaluated and received a less than effective
rating this year, you risk losing your non-probationary status. Please contact DCTA immediately
for advice on how to appeal this rating. If you fail to act, you will become a probationary teacher
in the fall and may be non-renewed next spring.
Begin Redress Process: If you opted to be evaluated this year and received a less than
effective rating were or were put in a “decision box,” and given the lower score by your evaluator,
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you need to act immediately. Please contact DCTA for advice on the redress process as soon as
you receive your End-of-Year Ratings.

Volunteers Needed For Virtual New Educator
Welcome Event
We are looking for volunteers to welcome and recruit new members virtually this summer. Be a
part of our first ever virtual Welcome Event for new educators! We need your assistance in
calling or writing our newest educators and helping them understand the importance of union
membership, please email us at DCTA@Coloradoea.org if you are interested in helping. This
year’s event will be held July 28th through the 30th. Save the date and join us for a virtual Happy
Hour.

Sign Up For Rep Training
DCTA is offering Virtual Rep Training sessions on June 17th and 18th. You will be able to choose
the topics that interest you such as: Know your contract, How to file a grievance, How to
organize your building, The contract in a virtual setting, What to do if your school is going
Innovation, Political engagement, etc. We encourage all building reps and members to attend
and learn how to advocate for each other in a virtual environment. Interested? Let us know by
emailing us at DCTA@coloradoea.org

Stay In Touch With DCTA
As summer approaches, we want to be sure we can reach you. Have you moved or changed
your phone number or email address recently? If so, please update your contact information by
emailing us at DCTA@coloradoea.org

Sent via ActionNetwork.org. To update your email address, change your name or address, or to stop receiving emails from Denver
Classroom Teachers Association, please click here.
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